March 2006

Dear Physician:


The following is some general background information for physicians who may wish to participate in the Division Independent Medical Examinations Program.   

The Division IME is a statutorily-defined remedy for parties to a workers’ compensation case who formally wish to contest previous impairment or MMI findings.  We seek Level-II accredited physicians of all medical specialties and in all geographic localities to participate as panel members. For the physician, a typical Division IME consists of three parts: Review of pertinent medical records, a physical exam of the patient, and writing a narrative report of the MMI and/or impairment findings. 

Some of the formal rules and statutes associated with the Division IME program are lengthy.  You should read and learn them; however we thought it may be useful to summarize some of the more pertinent items for those seeking appointment to the IME panel: 

· You must be Board-certified or “Board-eligible” in a medical specialty.  A copy of your board certificate or evidence of eligibility must be presented with your IME panel application.

· Your medical license must be active and unrestricted.

· You must provide a minimum of 384 hours per year of direct patient care, excluding legal/medical evaluations. This averages out to about 7.5 hours/week.   Alternatively, we will consider certification by the American Board of Independent Medical Examiners or the American Academy of Disability Evaluation Physicians.  

· As noted earlier, the Division IME program is the sole statutory remedy designed to address disputes over the treating physician’s final impairment rating and/or date of MMI.   The services of an IME physician should therefore—to the extent possible—be financially and geographically accessible to both parties in a workers’ compensation case. In many cases the claimant may be the payer.  Therefore, the Division has established a standard fee of $675; under some circumstances extra fees can be requested.  The fee must be provided to the physician prior to the exam. You must be willing to participate in this program for this “flat fee,” and follow the applicable rules.  We also encourage physicians from locations outside of the Front Range to participate!

· The Division IME is a medical/legal proceeding.  Communication between the IME physician and either party to the case (except of course with the claimant during the examination) is limited to administrative tasks such as scheduling appointments, confirming receipt of medical records or IME fee payment, etc. (See Rule 11.) The Division’s IME unit acts as the intermediary between the parties and the physician for other communication requirements. 

· A timely and complete IME report is important to the progress and ultimate closure of the workers’ compensation case. The report is due within 20 days following the exam of the patient. Your report is reviewed by IME unit staff before it is considered complete. You are also encouraged to use other Division materials designed to assist all accredited physicians, such as “Impairment Rating Tips,” apportionment case examples, and other materials on the Division’s website or in the Level II Curriculum.
· If you would like additional information about the physician’s role in the Division’s IME Program, or a complete application “packet,”  please phone the Division IME Unit: 303-318-8655. 
