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Impairment Rating for Workers Who Have Undergone

an Invasive Treatment Procedure

The rating physician should keep in mind the AMA Guides, 3rd Edition (rev.) definition for impairment.  “The loss of, loss of use of, or derangement of any body part, system, or function.”  Given this definition, one may reasonably assume any patient who has undergone an invasive procedure which has permanently changed any body part has suffered a derangement under the definition of impairment according to the AMA Guides, 3rd Edition (rev.).  Therefore it is incumbent on the rating physician to perform the necessary testing as appropriate in that edition of the Guides for the condition which was treated by the invasive procedure.  This should not be interpreted to say that all persons with invasive procedures necessarily qualify for an impairment rating.  The impairment rating on many individuals who have had invasive procedures may be zero percent.  Thus in cases with surgical procedures the person qualifies under the initial definition of impairment due to the derangement of a body part or system and the rating physician must justify the zero percent rating using the appropriate portions of the AMA Guides, 3rd Edition (rev.).  Examples in which this rating procedure is necessary include arthroscopic debridement of the shoulder, anterior cruciate ligament surgery of the knee, facet rhizotomy procedures, and surgery to repair carpal bone instability.

